
April 25, 2017 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on April 

25, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Sharon Hodge, Chad Martin, 

Jennifer Bowles, and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, 

Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen 

Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Police Chief Sean Dunn, Lieutenant Rob Fincher, 

Sheriff Steve Draper, Fire Chief Ted Anderson, and Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley.    

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Bowles, seconded by Council 

Member Lawson, with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor 

Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; and Council Member 

Hodge, aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) 

Appointments to boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) 

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the 

provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of 

Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business 

matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and 

(2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were 

heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made by Council Member 

Lawson, seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to 

return to Open Session: Council Member Hodge, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member 

Lawson, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; and Vice Mayor Martin, aye. 

Council Member Lawson made a motion to reappoint John Luther to the Dan River 

Alcohol Safety Action Program Policy Board for a 3-year term ending April 13, 2020.   Council 

Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Following the invocation by Mayor Teague and Pledge to the American Flag, Teague 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider presentation of a proclamation regarding National Correctional Officers and 

Employees Week – Mayor Teague read the proclamation which was presented to Sheriff Steve 

Draper and other officers present.  Sheriff Draper described the history of National 

Correctional Officers and Employees Week as well as some history of correctional facilities.  

Mayor Teague thanked the department for what they do.   
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Consider approval of minutes of the April 11, 2017 Council Meeting and the April 12, 

13 and 17, 2017 Budget Work Sessions  - Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve 

the minutes as presented; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor. 

Hear an overview of the Southside Neighborhood Tour and Meeting – City Manager 

Towarnicki summarized the Southside tour and meeting, recognizing several concerns and 

action that will be taken to correct them. Towarnicki thanked the members of Wesley 

Memorial Methodist Church for hosting the meeting.  Mayor Teague thanked those residents 

for attending the meeting and was pleased that there were fewer complaints on property 

maintenance concerns. Teague said the Police Department would help enforce the speeding 

concerns.  

Conduct a public hearing on the FY17-18 Budget and consider approval of FY18 Budget 

Ordinance on first reading – City Manager Towarnicki provided a brief summary of the 

proposed budget key points, work session overviews, conclusion of the School Board budget 

discussions, possibility of transferring from utilities, capital funding and other topics brought 

out during budget discussions for additional review.  Council Member Bowles thanked the City 

Manger and Staff for reviewing the impact of allocating funds.  Council Member Bowles made 

a motion to use funds from Refuse cash reserve to level fund the schools, the police 

department and the fire department; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion.  City 

Attorney Monday pointed out that Council Member Bowles had signed a disclosure under the 

code of Virginia. Council Member Hodge is in support of the motion and appreciates Bowles 

recommendation.  Bowles recognizes that this is not a long-term fix and this action cannot be 
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taken each year.  Lawson explained that it’s important that residents understand that Council 

spent many hours trying to make the best decisions related to the budget in the best interest 

of the residents and the departments.  Vice Mayor Martin asked the City Manager to discuss 

with department heads how to save money in the future.  All Council Members voted in favor.  

Mayor Teague opened the public hearing.   

Kathy Rogers, Piedmont Arts recognized several board members and staff present and 

thanked the City for their support in past years.  Rogers expressed her concern of the 56% 

budget cut in the coming year and how it would affect the families and children that they 

serve.  Over the past several years, Piedmont Arts has made numerous cuts and will have to 

look at cutting community programs next.  

Tanya Verlik and Bonnie Covington, representatives for the Social Services Department 

explained the fiscal impact on staffing and quality service to the City residents and the loss of 

state and federal funding.  She updated Council on changes in staff since the last meeting and 

the amount of money Social Services paid into the City this past year.  Social Services is one of 

the few organizations that provides a revenue back to the City by assisting the residents of 

Martinsville and asked that Council reconsider their decisions.   

Ural Harris, 217 Stewart Street explained that he is puzzled with the budget and 

concerned that the City does not believe they have the funds to investigate a large fire.  He 

expressed concern about the sewer lost revenue and commented that there was no mention of 

repayment from the medical school.  The City will have no money for incentives for new 

businesses to relocate to the City.  Education is important but Harris does not feel that the 

City should level fund with no results and less students.   

James Roundtree, 1221 Mulberry Road expressed concern about the school budget.  

Education is a state function and each locality must share the funding to provide the best 

education.  Less money means fewer teachers and larger classroom population resulting in 

lower testing and accreditation will suffer.  

Aaron Rawles, 214 Oakdale Street is new to the City, having moved here in 2013.  The 

City is drawing new residents to a small community and not drawing in large business 

anytime soon.  He asked that if cuts are required that those cuts be across the board and not 

focused on individual agencies.   

Mayor Teague closed the public hearing.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

restore the $19,738 cut from the Social Services budget; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the 

motion.  Council Member Bowles questioned why staff was being cut over programs.  Tanya 

Verlik said that when the budget impacts staffing then it overall affects services provided.  

Council Member Hodge said that it disturbs her that more money is given to Social Services 

and not education and this is not where she wants to see her tax money used.  Council 

Member Lawson, Mayor Teague and Vice Mayor Martin voted in favor to restore the $19,738 to 
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Social Services, Council Member Hodge and Council Member Bowles voted against the motion.  

Council Member Bowles thanked Piedmont Arts for understanding the situation and she has 

fond memories of visiting Piedmont Arts.  Bowles made a motion to level fund and add back 

$10,740 to the Piedmont Arts budget; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion.  Council 

Member Hodge said it is her feeling that three things: infrastructure, public safety and 

education should be the primary focus of government.  Council Member Bowles, Council 

Member Lawson, Mayor Teague and Vice Mayor Martin voted in favor to support level funding 

for Piedmont Arts; Council Member Hodge voted against the motion. Council Member Bowles 

made a motion to pull funds from cash reserve to provide increased funding of $340,000 to the 

schools.  No one seconded the motion; motion died for lack of second.  Bowles withdrew the 

motion. Council Member Hodge made a motion to eliminate the real estate tax increase; 

Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the budget Ordinance No. 2017-U-B as 

amended on first reading, Council Member Hodge seconded the motion on first reading with 

all Council Members voting in favor: Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Vice 

Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; and Council Member Bowles, aye.  Council 

Member Hodge made a motion to approve the meals tax Ordinance No. 2017-1; Council 

Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor: Council 

Member Hodge, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Council Member 

Bowles, aye; and Vice Mayor Martin, aye.  Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve 

the cigarette tax Ordinance No. 2017-2; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor: Council Member Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Mayor 

Teague, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; and Council Member Hodge, aye.  
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Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing Friday, April 28, 2017 as National 

Arbor Day – Council Member Lawson read the proclamation which was presented to Wayne 

Knox representing the Tree Board.  Knox said there would be a ceremonial planting of a tree at 

the Depot Street Trailhead, which is an annual event and invited any citizen with the love of 

trees to please apply as a volunteer for the Tree Board.  



April 25, 2017 

 

 Mayor Teague welcomed Logan Peters, 515 Dickerson Drive Axton who was present 

working on his Citizen and Community Boy Scout badge.  City Attorney also recognized Colin 

Walsh who left the meeting previously. 

Consider approval on second reading of an ordinance reciting the expediency of the 

issuance of up to $11,740,000 principal amount of water and sewer revenue bonds for the 

City’s sewer interceptor project – City Manager summarized the financing steps for the sewer 

interceptor project.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the ordinance; 

Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor: Council 

Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member 

Bowles, aye; and Vice Mayor Martin, aye. 
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Consider approval of ordinance on second reading for an organization requesting a local 

tax exemption – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the request by the organization to 

become tax exempt.  Council Member Hodge made the motion to approve tax exemption status 

for Life Stages Enrichment Services, Inc.;  Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with 

all Council Members voting in favor:  Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; 

Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye. 
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all 

Members voting in favor. 

 

Business from the Floor – Wayne Knox explained that next Tuesday, May 2 from 5:30-

9:00 there will be a community meeting at NCI pertaining to Healthy Living and a technical 

assistance grant.   

Brittany White, 671 Chatmoss Court quoted Joe Biden “show me your budget and I’ll 

show you your values”.  White explained that education should be a top priority for the City.  

The students are the future and the school system affects the community.   
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Fire Chief Ted Anderson updated Council on the weekend fire and thanked the citizens 

and media for their support.  It was a significant fire but luckily, there were no injuries.  He 

asks the public to stay out of the area since there are still dangers.  The investigation is 

ongoing however neither the building owner nor business owner had insurance.  He is 

reaching out to the public and requesting any information no matter how insignificant it may 

seem.  Lt. Rob Fincher explained that Law Enforcement Explorer Post 438 and Fire/EMS 

Explorer Post 439 would return this year.  There will be an Open House at the Police 

Department and Fire Department along with details on how to participate in the explorer 

programs.  Fincher touched on the growing concern of opioid abuse and said there would be a 

joint drug takeback for prescription drugs the coming weekend.  The public is invited to bring 

prescription drugs to the fire department for disposal; a drive through will be set up from Moss 

Street to Church Street Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm. 

Julian Mei, Cornerstone Apartments was present to support the Piedmont Arts Board 

and thanked Council for their support.  For visitors who are looking to purchase a home in the 

City, one of the first questions is what activities are there in the community.  Art and culture 

should not be one of the first things on the chopping block.  He encourages residents to move 

back and support the growth of the community.  Vice Mayor Martin suggested that May 

volunteer for a Board vacancy.   

Aaron Rawles, 214 Oakdale Street, suggested that Council should look at what makes 

the city valuable to the potential citizens and how to promote those topics.   

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Bowles is a member of the 

Southside Tennis Association and if City children are interested in participating in clinics or 

tournaments outside of school, please contact her or visit the Facebook page for more 

information.  She is also a member of the Museum Foundation Board and congratulated them 

on another successful Earth Day event and said there will be a Teacher Appreciation event on 

May 4th.  Congratulations to Don’t Count Me Out on their third annual basketball event.  

Bowles attended the Martinsville Employee Appreciation Banquet and congratulations to the 

Teacher of the Year in each school and the retirees.  She also wanted to recognize her father 

on his retirement.  Vice Mayor Martin thanked the fire, police and other departments for 

handling the fire on Aaron Street.  Martin reminded the public of the May 2 and 3 community 

meeting regarding the Paradise and how important it is to hear what people want done with 

the property.  Council Member Hodge expressed the importance of that meeting also and 

thanked Mr. Knox for looking at a variety of options for the Paradise.  Hodge said it is 

encouraging where the plan is going but the key is community involvement.  Council Member 

Lawson reminded the public that Saturday is Hazardous Waste Day at the Henry County PSA 

shop in Bassett, which is open to County and City residents.  Bowles said that she would not 

be able to attend the paradise event.   
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Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki explained that strategic 

planning notes have been incorporated in a draft that will be sent to Council members soon.  

He asked that they please look over that information to ensure all changes discussed were 

reflected in those notes.   Towarnicki said there is a new City website and encourages 

residents to look it over and make suggestions, confirming that the website is mobile friendly. 

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:35pm. 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


